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Baltimore Reads Instructional Program Director, 
Monique Harris, loves working with BRI.

One of Baltimore Reads littlest students shows off her 
library book.

If you can read this, you probably had parents 
who read to you, teachers who cared and the 
opportunity to finish a formal education as a 
young person. Many among us were not so 
privileged. Baltimore Reads Inc. provides a 
safety net for folks who didn’t finish high 
school, or who just want to improve their 
reading, writing and math skills to get a better 
job or help their own children with their 
schoolwork. 

Through his connection to Belair-Edison, 
Towson University education professor, Steve 
Mogge, realized the community might need this 
educational safety net. His son attends the 
Green School, and the Mogge family joins in 
the school’s community outreach activities. 
They’ve worked on a neighborhood garden, a 
community farm stand, and projects with the 
Herring Run Watershed Association. 

Professor Mogge also serves on the 
Baltimore Reads, Inc. (BRI) Board of 
Directors. When Belair-Edison colleagues 
shared concerns about adults without high 
school diplomas, he knew just what to do. 

“Steve immediately set about connecting 
BRI with groups like Belair-Edison 
Neighborhoods to assist us in bringing  our 
Portable Classrooms  program to the 
community,” said BRI Instructional Program 
Director, Monique Harris. “We are thrilled with 
the response to plans for adult literacy classes at 
the Enoch Pratt Library Herring Run branch.”

Over the next several months, Baltimore 

Reads and the Herring Run library will promote 
the Fall 2010 literacy classes. The Portable 
Classroom program offers assessment tests, 
classroom materials, and teachers who 
understand that adult students are already very 
busy with families and jobs. With help from a 
Baltimore Reads staff member, you can select a 
class that meets your needs. 

Baltimore Reads students can receive 
foundation skills in reading, writing, math, and 
critical thinking, instruction for a high school 
diploma and employment readiness skills, or 
English language acquisition. Students often 
have specific goals e.g.:

• Achieve a GED and going to college,
• Securing work or advancing on the job,
• Achieving self-sufficiency, or obtaining   

 citizenship or
• Assisting their  children with their own  

 schoolwork.
“Children of adult learners show an 80% 

increase in reading books and visiting libraries,” 
said Shirley Bigley-LaMotte, BRI’s Executive 
Director. “Because many families can’t afford 
to buy children’s books, we invite them to visit 
our FREE Book Bank and stock up for their 
own home libraries. It’s fun to watch the kids 
pick out their own books.” The Book Bank 
brings many smiles to little faces. 

For more information on literacy, BRI 
programs and the free Book Bank, go to 
www.baltimorereads.org.


