Parklawn residents plant flowers in a decorative planter
for their block project in April.
After a lot of preparation, the 3500 Block of
Parklawn Avenue came out on a beautiful spring
morning to do their block project. Block leader
Jackie, came out first, then Velvia drove up
with a ton and a quarter of dirt in her husband’s
truck, and then Shirelle came marching down
the street carrying trays of flowers. It was
immediately clear that these residents were not
only extremely prepared, but on a mission!
They even had reinforcements lined
up. At 10am sharp, 12 kids from other parts
of the neighborhood, who call themselves
“CoolPeoples,” were waiting to help .
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All spring, Parklawn neighbors worked
with Belair-Edison Neighborhoods, Inc. on their
block project. They held planning meetings
and went door-to-door to decide what type of
improvement project they wanted to pursue and
how they were going to get it done.

They chose new porch lights and
shared flower pots. They were able to install
fourteen new porch lights, thanks to Cory,
our neighborhood electrician. Each home also
received a gigantic colorful flower pot to share
with their neighbor. They filled the pots with
long lasting beautiful summer flowers.

It is absolutely stunning to look down the
block and see matching lights and pots. You can
tell this block is alive and strong. Neighbors
care.

Residents young and old helped throughout
the day. Kids learned planting basics, while
older residents manned the refreshment tables.
Local Main Street business owners even came
out to network.

Ms. Dolores finished baking three dozen
delicious muffins just as Mayor Rawlings-
Blake stopped through with the channel 13

news crew! The Mayor chatted with neighbors
for about an hour, helped plant flowers, and was
able to meet the neighborhood youth advocates,
CoolPeoples. Since then, their group has
been invited to work with the City-led Youth
Commission. We all watched ourselves on
Channel 13 news later that night; Shirelle stole
the spot light!

Even though getting great media attention
and face time with the Mayor was great, the
most beautiful thing about the day was that
this project caught the attention and sparked
the imagination of all the neighboring blocks.
Residents from 3400 Parklawn and 2700-2800
Pelham walked over to see what was happening
and inquire how they could start a project of
their own. Resident leaders from nearby blocks
had the opportunity to connect.

Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Higgins, 2700
Pelham is almost ready to submit their
application for flowers and flags. This is what
block projects are all about: creating stronger
blocks by building relationships and acting
together.

Thank you Parklawn for all your hard



